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Welcome, Year 11! This is ‘Bridging Work’ from Y11 to introduce you to A level Politics. The pack is 
designed to give you a flavour of what A level Politics is all about. Part 1 of the pack will introduce you to 

some core political concepts and events, to aid your understanding of politics ready for sixth form. Part 2 

of the pack will be an independent research project. The work in these packs will take some time, so you 

can break it up. Don’t feel you need to complete it all in one go! You can complete the tasks in this booklet 

in the spaces provided.  

 

NAME: 

 

 

 



PART 1 

Task One: What is Politics? 

“Politics is the study of how a people, a nation or a state is governed.” 

When most people think of politics, they think of old, wealthy men (only sometimes women, and only 

sometimes ethnic minorities) in offices, making deals and agreements that will affect millions of people, 

just for personal gain. And it’s true that some decisions are made that way, but politics is much more than 

that.  

Politics is about power, about people, equality, war, conflict, debate, cooperation, freedom, money, etc. – 

it’s about the relationship between the state (the government) and its citizens, or the state and other 
states. It governs everything we can and will do in our lives.  

One of the reasons politics is so exciting is that it changes every single day based on the actions of 

individuals. Less than 500 people (in a country of 330 million) decided the result of the 2000 presidential 

election that made George Bush president. In 2001 he invaded Afghanistan and in 2003 he invaded Iraq. 

These two things have changed the Middle East and global politics, perhaps forever. Closer to home, if 

just one out of every 50 people who voted to leave the EU had voted differently, we wouldn’t have left. 

Each individual vote is vital, and yet 28% of all the people who could vote and registered to vote in that 

referendum didn’t turn out on June 23rd. It would take just a small number of them to change the result.  

Your first task is to help you garner an understanding of what Politics is really all about. Use the internet to 

research and understand what the following key terms mean and create a short definition for each in your 

own words.  

You are welcome to try to get your families involved in this – they may have some understanding of these 

concepts already! The most important thing in an A level is your understanding – so it’s not about having 
the “right” or “word-perfect” definition, it’s about you understanding what a concept means. 

Term Explanation 

Power 

 

 

 

 

Authority 

 

 

Legitimacy 

 

 

Government 

 

 

Politics 

 

 

Civil society 

 

 

The executive 

 

 

 

Prime minister 

 

 

 

Cabinet 

 

 

 

Legislation  



  

 

Parliament 

 

 

House of Commons  

 

 

House of Lords 

 

 

Judiciary  

 

 

Uncodified 

Constitution  

 

Supreme Court (UK 

– not US!) 

 

Rule of Law 

 

 

Elective 

dictatorship 

 

Suffrage 

 

 

Direct democracy  

 

Representative 

democracy 

 

Sovereignty 

 

 

Parliamentary 

sovereignty 

 

Referendum (UK – 

not US!) 

 

General election  

 

 

By-election 

 

 

Manifesto 

 

 

Fusion of powers  

 

 

Separation of 

powers 

 

Devolution 

 

 

Pressure group 

 

 

Brexit 

 

 

First Past The Post  

 



 

Proportional 

Representation 

 

Frontbench 

Minister 

 

Backbench MP 

 

 

 

 

Task Two: British Politics 

Go to these links here for the UK’s three major parties: 

https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Labour-Party-manifesto-2024.pdf  

https://public.conservatives.com/static/documents/GE2024/Conservative-Manifesto-GE2024.pdf  

https://www.libdems.org.uk/manifesto  

These links summarise their key manifesto policies in the 2024 general election. I would like you to choose 

a few policies of your choice and explain below why you support OR do not support that policy. You must 

choose at least 1 policy from each manifesto to discuss why you agree or disagree with it (you must 

complete at least 3).  

Challenge! If you want to extend yourself and go further, you can do more than 3 by copying and pasting 

the spaces I have provided.  

Party: __________________________ 

Manifesto policy: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agree/disagree & why: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://labour.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Labour-Party-manifesto-2024.pdf
https://public.conservatives.com/static/documents/GE2024/Conservative-Manifesto-GE2024.pdf
https://www.libdems.org.uk/manifesto


Party: __________________________ 

Manifesto policy: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agree/disagree & why: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Party: __________________________ 

Manifesto policy: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Agree/disagree & why: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What has changed since the 2024 general election? 

Leaders? Party size? Membership? Research the 3 major parties current situation in 2026 

Write down some key changes that have occurred 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Next I want you to conduct some research into the role of your local MP.  

I would like you to find out who your local MP is and the following details about them: 

MP’s name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Political party: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Constituency (the area they represent): ______________________________________________________ 

Areas they have a particular interest in: ______________________________________________________ 

And finally, look at their voting record (found here https://www.theyworkforyou.com/ by clicking ‘voting 
record’) and jot down some ways in which they’ve voted in parliament.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

  

https://www.theyworkforyou.com/


Task Three: Making a Case 

Politics A Level requires you to have opinions on a range of current political debates. For example, should 

the voting age for General Elections be lowered from 18 years old to 16 years old. The Labour 

government has recently proposed he wants to lower the voting age for the next general election.  

Bullet-point below your initial thoughts and opinions on this debate. Make sure you explain why you agree 

or disagree with the voting age being lowered. There is no right or wrong answer just your opinion. 

● _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

● _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

● _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

One style of exam question at A Level requires you to read a contemporary source and analyse the 

competing arguments for and against a particular issue. You need to read the source below and 

complete tasks 1- 5. 

Source A: Votes at 16 

The UK government plans to lower the voting age from 18 to 16 before the next general election. This would 

give around 1.5 million 16 and 17-year-olds the right to vote in UK parliamentary elections. Similar systems 

already exist in Scotland and Wales for some elections. Supporters argue that this change will strengthen 

democracy, while critics question whether teenagers are mature enough to make informed decisions. 

One argument in favour of votes at 16 is that many young people already take on adult responsibilities. At 16, 

people can work, pay taxes, join the armed forces with parental permission and make important decisions 

about their education and future careers. Supporters believe that if teenagers contribute to society, they 

should have a say in how the country is run. 

Another advantage is that voting at a younger age could encourage lifelong participation in democracy. 

Research suggests that people who vote when they are young are more likely to continue voting as adults. 

Schools could also provide opportunities for students to learn about politics and elections while they are still in 

education, helping them become informed citizens. The government has proposed improving citizenship 

education alongside the change. 

Supporters also argue that decisions made today will affect young people for many years. Issues such as 

climate change, housing, education costs and employment opportunities will have a major impact on their 

futures. Allowing them to vote ensures that politicians must listen to younger generations and consider their 

needs when creating policies. 

However, there are also arguments against lowering the voting age. Critics argue that many 16-year-olds lack 

the life experience and maturity needed to make informed political choices. They point out that teenagers 

cannot legally buy alcohol, gamble, or serve on a jury, suggesting society does not yet view them as fully 

independent adults. Some believe the voting age should remain linked to adulthood at 18. 

 



Others worry that young people may be more easily influenced by social media, parents, teachers or friends. 

Political misinformation online could affect voting decisions, particularly among first-time voters who have 

less experience evaluating sources of information. Critics argue that this could weaken the quality of 

democratic decision-making. 

There are also questions about whether 16 and 17-year-olds are interested in politics. Some polls suggest that 

many teenagers are unsure about lowering the voting age, and not all would choose to vote if given the 

opportunity. 

Overall, lowering the voting age to 16 is a significant change that could reshape British democracy. 

Supporters believe it would give young people a voice and increase democratic participation, while opponents 

argue that 18 remains the appropriate age for such an important responsibility. Whether the change is 

successful will depend on how well young people are prepared to engage in politics and use their new voting 

rights responsibly. 

 

 

1. Define the following political and non-political words from the source.  

Democracy 

 

 

Voting age  

 

 

Political Participation 

 

 

Turnout 

 

 

Representation  

 

 

Misinformation  

 

 

Suffrage 

 

 

Campaign  

 

 

Public policy  

 

 

Mandate    

 

 

Participation rate 

 

 

Political literacy  

 

 

 

2. Using two different coloured highlighters, indicate:  

a.) The arguments in the source that support the view that 16 to 18 year olds should be given the vote  

b.)  The arguments in the source that support the view that the voting age should remain at 18  

 



3. You are now going to practice analysing one of these arguments. You are going to use evidence to 

back-up your analysis. You need to do some additional research to answer these questions.   

   

The source states that the 18-24 age group has the lowest turnout in UK elections so therefore even younger 

voters are likely to have an even lower turnout.  

 
What is turnout?   

 
 

For example, what was the 

turnout for 18-24 year olds 

in the recent 2014 general 

election? 

 

How does this compare 

with turnout for this age 

group in the 2019 and 2017 

general elections?  

 

 

Why therefore is it perhaps 

not a good idea to extend 

the vote to 16 and 17 year 

olds?  

 

 

In the 2014 Scottish 

Independence Referendum 

(the first UK election to 

give 16 year olds the vote) 

what was the turnout for 

16-18 years old? Which age 

group had the lowest 

turnout in this 

referendum?  

 

 

Therefore, how does this 

argument prove that the 

voting age should not be 

reduced to 16 years old?  

 

 

 

4. In the example above, you will see that the counter-argument links to the initial argument. Go back to 

the arguments you highlighted in the source and match up 2 more arguments that support the view that 

16 to18 year olds should be given the vote with 2 counter-arguments that support the view that they 

should not.   

Arguments that support the view that 16 to 18 year 

olds should get the vote. 

Counter-arguments that support the view that the 

voting age should remain at 18 
In the Scottish referendum on independence turnout among 

young people was very high showing that 16-17 year olds are 

interested in politics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opponents point to the fact that 18- to 24-year-olds have the 

lowest turnout of any age group in elections, reflecting an 

apparent lack of interest in politics 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Now have a go at writing one paragraph that could appear in an essay answering the exam question:  

Evaluate the view that the UK should lower the voting age from 18 to 16 General Elections? 

There is an example paragraph below – notice how there should be a counter argument included in your 

response. We use a factor paragraph approach. 

Factor approach includes for and against arguments within the same paragraph  

 

Example Paragraph: 

The voting age should be lowered in the next general election as it will create a more representative 

democracy. It is very clear to argue that 16 and 17-year-olds already take on adult responsibilities such as 

working, paying taxes, and in some cases joining the armed forces with permission. As highlighted in the 

BBC source, this suggests they are already affected by government decisions, so they should have a say in 

policies like education, housing, and climate change. For example, it would ensure politicians made policies 

that applied to young people e.g. university fees and youth club support.  Additionally,  voting earlier could 

build long-term democratic habits, making young people more likely to stay politically engaged in 

adulthood which is vital with our current participation crisis in the UK where voter turnout was low. 

However,others would argue that many 16 and 17-year-olds may lack the life experience needed to make 

fully informed decisions. They may be more easily influenced by social media, family, or peers, which raises 

concerns about misinformation and whether their choices are fully independent. For example, many young 

people failed to vote in the 2024 election as the turnout was at 65%, Equally,  since teenagers are still 

restricted from some adult activities, such as buying alcohol or serving on juries, it may be inconsistent to 

give them voting rights. However, overall it is still important in a democracy for young people to engage in 

politics and therefore giving them the right to vote will enfranchise them.  



Write your paragraphs below.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 2: Staying update 
Task 1: Read through these two articles (June 2026) 

1. Make notes on the following - what is the article talking about? What is revealing to us 

about politics right now?  

 



 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________ 

 

Task 2: UK Research Task 

Your research task is to choose one of the following parties: Reform Party or Green Party 

You need to research: 

● the history of the party 

● their ideology 

● policy beliefs - manifesto  

● their electoral performance (are they currently in government? How well did they do in the 2024 

General election? How did they do in the recent Buy elections? How have they performed in the 

recent Local elections in 2026?  

● What are the current news headlines for this party?  

● Current membership 

● Leadership  

● Key profiles  

You should use more than one source to complete this work on next page 

Present it like a mind map or fact file 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Task 3: Current examples 

Pressure Groups 

Government U-Turn On Farmers Inheritance Tax - Example Of Outsider 

Pressure Group Success: 

● On the 24th of December 2025, the UK government made concessions on its position on the 

“farms tax” following more than a year of sustained lobbying and protests by farmers. 

○ The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) announced that the 

Agricultural and Business Property relief threshold would be increased from £1m to £2.5m.  

■ This represented a significant change from the inheritance tax reforms first set out 

in the 2024 budget, which critics had labelled as the "family farm tax”. 
● Opposition to the policy had been widespread since 2024, including high-profile demonstrations in 

which farmers parked their tractors around Parliament Square.  

○ The government defended the U-turn, stating it had “listened to concerns of the farming 
community” and would take further steps to protect family farms and rural businesses.  

● The decision was welcomed by the National Farmers Union (NFU), a sectional pressure group 

representing the interests of farmers who were a vocal critic of the tax.  

○ The NFU used both insider and outsider tactics, including 2 “very constructive” meetings 
with the PM, submitting evidence to Select Committees and lobbying. This shows how 

insider methods allow pressure groups with contacts in government to shape policy from 

within.  

○ Outsider methods used by the group included high-profile demonstrations, a mass lobby 

event, and a petition gaining hundreds of thousands of signatures.  

■ This shows how outsider pressure group methods can successfully influence 

government policy by using protests to gain publicity, media attention and generate 

public and political support for their cause. 

 

1. How effective are outsider pressure group tactics (such as protests and petitions) compared to 

insider methods (such as lobbying and meetings with government) in influencing major 

government policy changes? 

2. To what extent does the government U-turn on the “farms tax” show that pressure groups 
strengthen democracy by ensuring public concerns are represented, rather than weakening it by 

allowing specific interest groups to dominate policy decisions? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Minor Parties and the Party System 

Reform UK’s Continued Strength - Example Of Minor Parties’ Influence: 

● Since the 2024 General Election, Reform UK has seen a massive increase in their support in UK 

voting intention polls.  

○ In a January 2026 YouGov poll, the party had a 12 point lead against both the Tories and 

Labour, polling at 34%.  

○ Additionally, Reform has overtaken the Conservatives in terms of Party membership and 

the polls show gains especially concentrated in the 18-24 age category. 

● This has put pressure on the major parties and driven issues such as immigration up the political 

agenda. The Prime Minister has drawn a series of dividing lines with Reform, and has toughened 

their rhetoric and policies against immigration. In the media the Labour Government is 

increasingly presenting Reform as the main opposition, rather than the Conservative Party. 

○ Labour MPs who represent Red Wall constituencies where Reform is polling highest, led by 

Jo White the MP for Bassetlaw, have formed a new backbench faction to push Keir Starmer 

for a tougher stance on immigration - urging him to be more vocal about returns 

agreements and deportations.  

○ The faction has been able to influence the Government and Labour Party to take a strong 

stance on immigration. 

● This shows that the UK is increasingly a multi-party system, and highlights the indirect influence 

over policy that minor parties can have. They can mobilise their public support to put issues on the 

political agenda and use the "spoiler effect" to pose an electoral threat.  

 

1. To what extent does the growing support for Reform UK demonstrate that minor parties can 

significantly influence government policy without forming a government themselves? 

2. How far does the rise of minor parties like Reform UK challenge the traditional UK two-party 

system and change the way major parties develop their policies and electoral strategies? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________



_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

Task 4: Political diary 

What is going on currently? 

Over next 4 weeks add in 3 stories that are happening in politics e.g. Boris Johnson resigning. Summarise 

what has happened. It is essential for your exams to keep update. 

 Political story 1 Political story 2 Political story 3 

Week 1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Week 4  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Digging deeper 

Want to learn more? 
 

 

Start to develop your interest in the subject and build your general political knowledge. The 

following are suggestions, they are not compulsory, but we would love for you to engage in any 

that you find interesting. 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

Rest is politics 

The News Agents 

Beyond Westminster 

BBC politics podcasts 

The Westminster Hour 

Politics.co.uk podcasts 

 

Guardian ‘politics weekly’ podcasts 

Talking Politics 

Parliament Explained 

Takes from the lobby 

Learn out loud podcasts 

 

 

Hypernormalisation 

The Cameron Years 

 Sunday with Laura Kuenssberg 

The Politics Show 

The Crown 

Question Time 

BBC Parliament 

Cabinet Confidential 

Globalisation if Good – Johan Norberg 

Taking Liberties 

 

https://open.spotify.com/show/1Ysx8g1Iw42gESAtegrFaH
https://open.spotify.com/show/0zXLdM0YV1ukb8p8WzEG6D
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00g6spw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/search?q=politics&suggid
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006s624
https://www.politics.co.uk/podcast/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.talkingpoliticspodcast.com/
https://www.parliament.uk/about/podcasts/parliament-explained-podcast/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m0006mr6
https://www.learnoutloud.com/category_podcast.php?cat=0&catid=26&level=0&id=26&
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p04b183c/adam-curtis-hypernormalisation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0008scy/the-cameron-years-series-1-2-the-best-is-yet-to-come
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0008scy/the-cameron-years-series-1-2-the-best-is-yet-to-come
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001bv01
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00b2qm1
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80025678
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t1q9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/bbcparliament
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wdAhv0D1_hc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=12YDLZq8rT4&t=352s
https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/taking-liberties/

