
Mandarin A Level Transition Work 

Pinner High School 

1． Read the story A Very Special Pigeon in English. We will re-read it together in Mandarin during 
sixth form. 
https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-club/september-cao-wenxuan-%E6%9B%B9%E6%96
%87%E8%BD%A9/a-very-special-pigeon/  

2． Watch the film Please Vote for Me https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD1QSX2hOnk  

3． Use Google to find out and make notes in English: What was China’s One Child Policy?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

4． Use Google to find out and make notes in English: When was China’s One Child Policy 
implemented? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

5． Look up these words on the Pleco dictionary app and write the English meaning: 
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6. Find and circle these words in the text on the next page: 

 

 

https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-club/september-cao-wenxuan-%E6%9B%B9%E6%96%87%E8%BD%A9/a-very-special-pigeon/
https://writingchinese.leeds.ac.uk/book-club/september-cao-wenxuan-%E6%9B%B9%E6%96%87%E8%BD%A9/a-very-special-pigeon/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD1QSX2hOnk


Use the 2 word lists on the previous page to read, annotate, and understand this text. 

《中国家庭结构和观念的变化》 

中国的传统家庭一般是三世或四世同堂，也就是说，一家三代，四代住在一

起。“尊老爱幼”一直是中国人的传统美德。但是，在现代中国社会里，大

家庭越来越少了。一方面是因为中国以前有独生子女政策和二孩政策。以前，

每对夫妇只能生一个或者两个孩子。另一方面是现在很多年轻人结婚后不会

跟父母住在一起，有的父母也不愿意跟孩子住，因为他们都有自己不同的生

活方式，所以现代家庭大都是由三口或四口人组成的小家庭。另外，传统的

家庭观念也发生了变化。近年来，离婚率上升了，单亲家庭也增加了。还有

的年轻人选择不结婚，做单身贵族享受自由，或婚后不生孩子，做“丁克”

族享受二人世界。由此可见，中国的家庭结构比以前多样化了。虽然长辈不

跟已婚子女同住，但是他们大多还会帮助照顾孙子，孙女或外孙，外孙女。

长辈年老体弱时，晚辈也会通过各种方式照顾他们。还有一个新的现象是中

国越来越多的高学历、高收入的单身女性，她们被称作“剩女”。  

  



Use English to answer these comprehension questions according to the above text: 

7． In traditional Chinese families, how many generations live together, generally speaking?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

8． What is a traditional Chinese virtue?  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

9． What are the features of modern Chinese families? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

10． After a young couple has children in China, who will help look after the children? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

In characters, write answers to these discussion questions. We will discuss these questions in class, so 
ensure you are ready to read your answers aloud. 

11． 你觉得中国的传统家庭结构是什么样的？ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

12． 为什么中国的传统家庭越来越少见了？ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

13． 你觉得独生子女政策对中国的传统家庭结构有什么影响？ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

14． 在中国，家庭变得越来越小了。为什么会有这样的变化？这样的变

化有什么好处和坏处，为什么？ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


