
   

 

 

A-level Biology: Things to Read 
 

Richard Dawkins: The Selfish Gene  

The Selfish Gene explains the process of evolution in biology using genes as 

its basic unit, showing how they manifest in the form of organisms, what they 

do to ensure their own survival, how they program our brains, which strategies 

have worked best throughout history and what makes humans so special in 

this context.   

 

 

 

Bill Bryson:  A Guide for Occupants 

We spend our whole lives in one body and yet most of us have practically no 

idea how it works and what goes on inside it. Bill Bryson sets off to explore the 

human body, how it functions and its remarkable ability to heal itself.   It will 

have you marvelling at the body you occupy, and celebrating the genius of your 

existence, time and time again. 

 

Yuval Noah Harari: Sapiens 

Planet Earth is 4.5 billion years old. In just a fraction of that time, one species 

among countless others has conquered it. Us. We are the most advanced and 

most destructive animals ever to have lived. What makes us brilliant? What 

makes us deadly? What makes us Sapiens? Sapiens is a thrilling account of 

humankind's extraordinary history - from the Stone Age to the Silicon Age - and 

our journey from insignificant apes to rulers of the world. 

 

 

 

Rebecca Skloot: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. Born a poor 

black tobacco farmer, her cancer cells – taken without her knowledge – 

became a multimillion-dollar industry and one of the most important tools in 

medicine. Yet Henrietta's family did not learn of her 'immortality' until more 

than twenty years after her death, with devastating consequences . . . 

https://amzn.to/2U6i5AK

